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“CANDLE WITH CARE”

• Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go
to bed. Avoid the use of candles in the bedroom
and other areas where people may fall asleep.

• Keep candles at least 1 foot (30 centimetres) away
from anything that can burn.

IF YOU dO BUrn candleS, make sure that you...

• Use candle holders that are sturdy, and won’t tip	
over easily.

• Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered 
surface.

• Light candles carefully. Keep your hair and any	
loose clothing away from the flame.

• Don’t burn a candle all the way down — put it out	
before it gets too close to the
holder or container.

• Never use a candle if oxygen
is used in the home.

• Have flashlights and
battery-powered lighting
ready to use during a power
outage. 

Candle
Safety

Candles may be pretty to look at but they are a cause of home 

fires — and home fire deaths. Remember, a candle is an open flame, 

which means that it can easily ignite anything that can burn. 

Candles and Kids

Think about using flameless
candles in your home. They look

and smell like real candles.

Never leave a child alone 

in a room with a burning 

candle. Keep matches and 

lighters up high and out of

children’s reach, in a 

locked cabinet.

FACTS

•	December is the peak
month for home candle
fires.

•	More than one-third of
home candle fires started
in the bedroom.

•	Three of every five candle
fires start when things that
can burn are too close to
the candle.
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Additional requirements for candle safety 
 
Warning: candles get hot during use. 
 
Keep candles (as well as matches and lighters) out of reach of children and pets. 
 
Always burn candles within sight.  Never leave a burning candle unattended.  Do 
not use a candle as a nightlight.  Always extinguish any lit candles before going to 
sleep. 
 
Place each candle in a suitable candle holder which is designed for burning candles 
– not just “decorative” – on a stable, heat-resistant surface that is stable and large 
enough to catch any melted wax. 
 
If burning multiple candles at once, place them at least 3 inches apart from each 
other. 
 
Keep lit candles away from drafts and air currents (open windows, vents, fans, and 
high traffic areas). This helps keep the flame burning steadily in the center of the 
candle. 
 
Recommended burn time:  3-4 hours per use.  This promotes an “even burn” 
throughout the life of the candle.  Shorter can result in “tunneling” and reduced 
candle life; longer can be dangerous. 
 
Trim the wick to ¼” before every burn. This helps prevent the flame from getting 
too large and reduces any excess soot and smoke. 
 
Keep the wax pool free from trimmings, matches, and any other debris. 
 
When not lit, store candles wick-end-up in a cool dry area, out of direct sunlight. 
 
Always read and follow the manufacturers' directions for use and safety.  Failure 
to follow these instructions can result in property damage, personal injury 
and/or death. 
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