Tippy Tap Handwashing Station
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Supplies Needed
· Container for holding water. Ideally, it should have a molded handle. You can use recycled laundry detergent containers if you don’t have a water jug. Tippy taps can even be made from gourds, so any container will work.  
· Nail. Or another sharp, pointy object, such as a screwdriver or knife.
· Sticks for stand. You’ll need two forked sticks and a stick to set between them.
· String (or rope). It needs to be approximately 3 feet long or as tall as your stand.
· (Soap protector.  Some sort of lid to thread on rope above the soap.)
· Pedal. This can be a stick (heavier is easier to control) or a board with a hole drilled into one end.
Instructions
1. Heat a nail.
Use a lighter or a candle to do this.
2. Poke two holes in your water container.
[image: poking hole in tippy tap water container]
Using the hot nail, poke two holes in the container. One hole is for the water spout. The other hole acts as a vent (to prevent that glug-glugging that happens when you pour water out of a container).
Where to poke the spout hole?
Right Underneath the Lid
Most tippy tap designs have you poke the hole near the top of the water container underneath the lid. When the container is full, the water will easily come out. But, as the container empties of water, you’ll have to tip it very far to make it flow. This position generally works best with smaller containers or with large containers that get refilled often.
Lower Underneath the Lid
If you put the hole a bit lower down, you won’t have to tip the container as much, so it’s easier to control the water flow – but you also won’t be able to fill the container completely, so it will empty faster. This position generally works best for larger containers.
In the Lid
You probably don’t want to put the hole in the container’s lid. This will require you to tip the container all the way down for water flow. The container can sometimes get stuck in this position, it’s hard to control the flow, and you use more water.
3. Tie the rope to the container.
Usually, you can just tie the rope around the container’s lid. If you have an unusual container shape, you may need to get creative with where you attach the rope.
4. Make a stand for the tippy tap.
There are a few ways to make a stand for a tippy tap. The method that generally works best is to use two forked sticks and a crossbar stick.
You will need to:
· Dig two holes in the ground.  
· Put the forked sticks into the holes with the fork upwards.
· Fill the holes with dirt or rocks to stabilize them.
· Put your long stick through the water container’s handle.
· Set the long stick across the forked sticks.
5. Attach pedal.
Tie the other end of the rope to your pedal. The tied end of the pedal needs to be off the ground. The pedal should cause the container to tip forward when you step on it. Adjust the length of the rope to get the tip right.
Choosing the best pedal
A flat board usually works best because it’s easy to step on. Drill a hole near one end and tie the string through this hole. 
If you don’t have a board, I’ve found that longer, heavier sticks work best for the pedal because they have enough weight to stay on the ground. It’s also easier to control how hard to press on the large stick to control the water flow.
6. Attach (Lid) & soap.
The easiest option is to poke a hole through (the center of the lid and) a bar of soap and thread rope through lid above soap; then tie it to the stand (or wrap soap in an old nylon or plastic mesh bag tied to the rope instead of poking a hole).
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